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| & SolemnLeagne and Covenans, for Reforttiation, and defence” 


of Religion, the honour and happineſle of the King, and the 
ws ro Safety of the three Kingdoms, England. Scotland, 
A elang. | f +9: 1 | £530 


| E Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſe 

ſes, Miniſters of the Goſpel, and Communs of all ſorts in 
the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland , by the Provi- 
dence of God living under ons King ,, and-heing of one Refarmed Relti- 


o 


gion, having before our eyes the glory of God, and the advancement af . 
| the Kingdom of our. Lord and Saviowr Teſus Chriſt, the honour and 


happineſſe of the Kings Majefty, and E is Poſterity, and the true pub« 
lick Liberty , Safety , and Peace of the Kingdoms wherein every oues 
private condition is included, and calling to mind the treachereys 
and bloody Plots, Confprracies, Atttmpts, and pratiices of the Enemies 
of God againft the true Religion, and Profeſſors thereof iu all places, 
eſpecially in theſe three Kingdoms, ever fince the Reformation of Re 
ligion , and how much their rage ,- power , and preſumption are of 


late, and at this time increaſed and _— whereof the deplorable 


eftate of the Church and Kingdom of Ireland, the dijtrefſed eſtate of 
tbe Church and Kingdom of England , and the dangerous cate of the 
Church and Kingdom of Scotland, are preſent and publick Teſtimo- 
nies; We have now at laſt , ( after other meaus of Supplication, Re- 


| monftrance, cr orion and $1fferings.) for the preſervation of our 


ſelves and our Religion from utter Tuine and delftruGon, according 
to the commendable pratiice of theſe Kingdams an former tinges, and 
the Example of Gads People in other Nations, after mature deliberati 
04 reſolved and determined to enter :1#'0 8 nriual and ſolemn League 
and Covenant , .mherein we all ſubſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf 
with our hands lifted np tothe meii High God, do ſwear : 


Ba: we. fhall fincerely, really, and conſtantly, thtongh the 
Grace of Gcd, endeavour in our ſeveral-places and callings, 
the preſervation of the Reformed. Religion in the,Church.at 
Scotland, m Do&rine, VW orſwp., Diicipline. and Government, 


.| againſt our. common. Knemies3 The Reformation of Religion 
| -mthe Kingdoms, of Exglandand Ireland, in DoRrine, Woulbip, 


Diicipime and Government, accordingto the word of God,and 
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the example of the beſt reformed Churches : And ſhall endea- 
vour t6 bring the Churches of God in the three Kingdoms, to 
the' neareſt 'conjin&ion and uniformity in Religion, C onfeflion 
of Faith, Form of Church Government, Drre&ory for- Worſhip 
and Catechizing z That we and our Poſterity after us may as 
Bretiren live in Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to -| - 
dwell inthe mid{tofus. | [ 


IE 

Thar we ſhall in ke manner, without reſpe& of perſons, en- 
deavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, ( thatis, Church 
Government by A: chbifhops, Biſhops, their Chancellours and 
Commiſſaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Ai chdeacons, and-! 
all other Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending on that Hierarchy Su- 
perſticion,: Hereſfie, Schiſm, Profanenefſe, and whatloever ſhall 
be found to be contrary to {ound Do@rine, and the Power of | 
Godlineſſe ; leſt we partake in other mens fins, and thereby be -/ 
4n-dan;er to receive of their plagues, and that the Lord may be | 
one, and his Name one in the tee Kingdoms. 

| IL : Of 

We (-all with the ſame ſincerity, reality and conftancy, in our | 
ſeveral Vocaticns, endeavour with our eftates and lives, miitus | 
ally to preſerve the, Rights and Privileges of the Parliaments, | 
and the Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and defend 
the Kings Majeſties perion :nd authoricy,in the preſervation and | 
defence of the true Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdoms, | 


_— 
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| that the world way bear witneſſe with our Conſcience: of our | 


Loyalty , and that we have nothoughts or intentions to dimis | 
aiſh His Majeſties juſt power and greatnels. , | 


We ſhall alſo with all-faichininefſe endeavour the diſcovery | 
of all ſuch as-have been, or ſhall be Incendiaries, Malignants, or | 
evil Inftruments,'by hindering the Reformation of Religion,di- | 
viding the King from his people, or one of the Kingdoms from 
another,-or making any faction or parties amongſt the people, 
contrary tothis League andCovenane that they may be brought} 


_ £0 publick tiial,/and receive condign puniſhment, as the degree|- ; 
-of their offences ſhall require or deſerve, or the ſupreme Judi-| 


catories of both Kingdoms reſpeCtively, or others having power] 
F om them for that effeft, ſhall judge conyenient, V. Aud) 


2 
! 
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V. 
And whereas thehappineſle of a bleſſed Peace between thefe 
Kingdoms, denied in former times to our progenitors, is by 
the good providence of God granted unto us, and hath been 
lately concluded, and fettled by both Parliaments, we ſhall each 
one of us, according to our place and intereſt, endeavour that 


. they may remain conjoyned ina firm Peace and Union toall po- 


ſterity; And that Juſtice may be done upon the wilfull oppoſers 
thereof, in manner expreſſed _ the precedent Articles. 
; : / I. 

We ſhall alſo according to onr p'aces and callings in this 


common cau'e of Re:iyion, Liberty and Peace of the Kingdoms, 
|. affiftand defend all thoſe chat enter intothis Leagne and Cove» 


nant, in the maintaining and perſuing thereof, and thall not ſuf- 
fer onr (elves dire&ly or indire& y by whatſoevercombination, 
perſwafion or terrour to be divided and withdrawnfrom this 
blefſed Union and Conjuntion, whether to make defetion to 
the contr. ry part,or to give our ſelves to a deteſtable indifferen= 
cy or neutrality in this cauſe, which ſo much concerneth the glos 


_ Ty of God the good ofthe Kingdoms,and the honor of the Kingz 


but ſhall all the daies of our lives zealouſly and conſtantly contis - 
nue taeria,againſt all oppoſition,& promote the ſame according 
£0 our power, againſt all lets and impediments whatſoever; and 
what we are notable our ſelves to ſuppreſs or overcome, we ſhall 
reveal and make known, that it may be timely prevented oc 
removed; All which we ſhall do as in the fight of God. 


And. becarvſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many fins and proves 
cations againit Ged, and his Sun F.ſus Chriſt, as is too manifeſt by our 
preſent aiftr:}ſ-s, and dangers the fruits therecf ; We profeſs and de- 
Clare before God and the World, our unfeianed defire to be bumbled for 
our own fins, and for the fins of theſe Kingdoms, eſpecially that we 
bave not as we ought valued the ineftimable benefit of the Goſpel, that 
we have not laboured for the puritie and power thereof, and that we 
have not endeavoured to receive Chriſt in our hearts, nor towalk, wor= 
thy of him in onr lives, which are the caltſes of other fins and tranſ- 
greTons ſo much abounding amongft wm; And our true and unſeigned 
purpoſe, deſire, and endeavour. for our ſelves, and all others nudex 
our power and charge, both in publick, endin private, in all duties we 

ns. | oe 


DO meal re - 


ewe to God and Man, to amend our lives, and each one to ge before ang= 
ther in the example of a real Reformation, that the Lord may turn 
away bis wratb aud heavy indignation,. and eſtabliſh theſe Churches | 
aud Kingdoms in truth and peace. And this Covenant we makg in 
the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all hearts, with a true 
intention to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great day, 
whey the ſecrets of all bearts ſhall be diſcloſed, Mojt humbly beſeeching 
the Lord to ſtrengthen. us by his holy Spirit for this end, and to bleſſe 
our deſires and proceedings with ſuch ſucceſſe, as may be deliverance 
ant ſafety to his prople,, and encouragement to other Ghriſti;n Churches 
groaning under, er i# danger of the yoks of Antichriftian tyranny, to 
70yn in the ſame, or likg Aſſeciation and.Covenant, to the glory of God, 
the enlargement of the Kingdom of Feſus Chrift, and the peace and 
tranquillity of Chriſtian Kingdoms and Gommon-wealths,, 


vs | 


(1) 


Zo FvoEaoFadBerFe tHe FeoFaoFe 
PE PP PPE TY 
Reaſons why the univerſity of Oxford 

cannot ſubmit to the Covenant, the N{e- 
gative Oath, the Ordmance concernins 
Diſcipline and Direfttory mentioned in 
the late Ordinance of Parltament for” 
the Viſitation of that place.  _ 


$ Hereas by. an Ordinance of the Lords and Cott. 
mons Aflembled in Parliament, for the Viſitation 
and Reformation cf the Univeriity of Oxford,lately 
publiſhed, power is given to certain Perſons there- 
in named as Viſitors, to enquire concerning thoſe 
of the ſaid Univerſity , that negle& ro.cake the Solemn League 
and Covenant, and the Negative Oath being tendred unto 
them, and likewiſe concerning thoſe that oppole the executi- 
OR of the-Ordinances of Parliament concerning the Diſcipline 
and Dire&ory ,-or ſhall not promote or cauſe the ſame to be 
Put in execution according to their ſeveral places and callings, 
We the Maſters, Scholars, and other Officers and Members of 
the ſaid Univerfity, not to judge the Conſciences of others, but: 
to clear our ſelves before God and the world from all ſuſpition 
of Obftinacy, whilſt we diicharge our own, preſent to confide- 
ration the true reaſons of our preſent judgement concerning the 
ſaid Covenant, Oath and Ordinances: Expe&ing ſo much 
Juſtice, and hoping for ſo. much Charity , as either not to be 
Prefled to conform to' what is required 1n any the premiſles, 
further. than our preſent. judgements will warrant usz or not 
condemned for the refuſing (G.to de, without clear and. real (a> 
tismadtion given to our jufticruples,. 155 L008 
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Es 
Of the Preface to-the Covenant. 


"7" i Exceptions againſt the IntroduQory Prefaceto the Cove» 
nant although 'we inſiſt not much upon, becaule it may be 
faid to-be no part of the Covenant : yet among the things there- 
in contained, the acknowledgement whereof is implicitely re» 
quired of every Covenanter.. 

i. Wearenot able to fay, that the rage, power, and preſumption 

of the enemies of God ( inthe ſenſe there intended.) .z at this 
time increaſed. "— 

2, Nor can truly affirm, that we had uſed or given conſent to- 
_ plication or Remonrance to the purpoles therein-ex= 

ielled. . | 

- Nor do- conceive the entring into ſuch a mutual League: 
and Covenant to be a lawfull, proper, and probable means to 
Preſerve our S.lves and our keligion from ruine- and deſtrufti« 
or... 

4 Nor can believe the ſame to be according ts the commendable 
praGice of theſe Kingdoms , or the example of Gods people in 
other Nations. Waen we find not the leaſt foot-ftep in our: 
Hiſtories of a- ſworn- Covenant ever entred into by the peo«- 
ple of this Kingdom upon any occaſion whatſoever; nor 
cait- readi:y remember any commendable example of the like 
done mm any other Nation : but are rather told-by-the De- 
tenders of this Coveuant,. that.( a) the world never ſaw the: 


like before; 


ber Circymſtances , the like hath not beex in any Ape or Oath we read * 
of in. jacred.of bumane/jtories. M.N,e, Covenant with Narrativez:Pag- 12:- 


EE 7 eta 2: Hig 
Of the Covenant in groſs. | | 


ff, we-are not ſatisfied”, liow” wecan ſiibmit to'thetiking. 

E chereof, as it is now-impoted under a penalty.” + {= 
I. SUCa impolition (to our iceming) being repugnanttothe 
Nature: 


— - 


[ _ __ — 
_— a ha... 2 


nb SY 


| 


, C3) 
mature ofa Covenant: which being a Contra& implyeth a 
( a ) voluntary mutual conſent of the Contraftorsz whereun- ( a.) Pellum 


2. Without betraying the Liberty, which by our Proteftation 


4A. 


to men are to be indueed by perſwaſions, not compelled by ef duorum . 
power. Inſo much that the very words of this Covenant in pluriumve. 


" the Preface , concluſion, and whole frame thereof runne inidew pla- 


in ſuch a form throughout , 8s import .a conſent rather citzn conſeu> 
grounded upon prudential motives, than extorted by Ri- ſus, L. 1. . 
gour. | de PaQtis. 
we are bound, and inthe third Article of this Covenant muſt 
ſwear, with our lives and fortunes to [%#voged To which Lj- 
berty the impoſition of a new Oath, other then is eſtabliſhed | 
by A of Parliament, is exprefled in the (b)) Petition of Right, (b Whereas 
and by the Lords and Commons in their ( c ) Declarations many of them 
acknowledged to be contrary. .' bave had au 
oath admini- 


fired unto them not warrantable ly the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, They do 
which they moſt humbly pray —— as their Rights and Liberties according to the 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm. Petit. of Right, 3 Carol, ( ce) It is declared 
16 Jan. 1642. That the King cannot compel men to be ſworn witho'1t an Af of 


humbly pray that no man hereafter.be compelled to take 


Parliament. Exa& Colle. pag. 859, 860. 


3. Without acknowledging iv the Impoſers, a greater Power 
then, for ought that appeareth to us, hath been in former 
time challenged ; Or can confiſt with our former Proteſta- 
tion / if werightly underſtand it ) in ſundry the moſt mate. - 
rial branches thereof, | 
Neither, ſecondly, are we ſatisfied; although the Covenant A * 
would not be impoſed uponus at all, but only recommended 
to us, and then left to our choice ; \ 
1. How we ſhould in wiſdomr and duty. ( being Subjefts ) of 
. our own accord and free will enter into a Covenant, where- 


| in He, whoſe Subjedts we are, is in any wiſe concerned, with« 


out his conſent, either expreſſed or reaſonably preſumed: 
= being in his power ( as we conceive) by the equity of the... 
Lon unb, 32. to annul and make yoid the fameat his . 
P:cature, 
i. B 2, How 
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ba w. 
> Ns * 2. How We can (tow 'that Bi: Mtajeflithath by His Publique' 
(d)Prochm. - ( d JIneraid fufhciently made known His, pleaſure ih that 
of 9. "Ofsb. behalf) enter into a Covenant, the taking whereofhe hath 
19 Cir,  expreſlyforbidden; forfeiting that Obedience, which ( as 
| 'weareperfwaded )'by our natural Allegiance and: former 
Oaths we owe nnto all ſich His Majeſties Commands, avare 
'not inour apprehenſion repugnant to the will cf God, or the 
pokitive Laws of this Kingdom.. . | — 


! 
: 


| wg 1 5 4 | 
Of the firſt Article of the Covenant. 


"Reed '# x * B 3 2 / _ Þ Ns | _— . . 
WW Herein, firſt, we are not fatisfied, how we canwith judge- 
ment (wear to endeavour to preſerve the*Religion of 


another Kingdom. . 
* I. Whereof, as it doth not concern us to have very much, (o 
weÞrofels to have very little underſtanding. bk Fork 
2, Which ( ſo far as the occurrents of thefe nnkrappy times 
have brought it'to onr knowledge,and weareable'to judg 
.3s in three-of the'four ſpecified particulars, viz. WatÞ?p; 
'Diſctpline, 'and Government, much worſe; and inthe fourth 
(that of DoGrine) notat all better than onr own ;5 which we 
_ in- the next paſſage af the Article required to. re-}. 
*form..  '* | hl te 
3: Whereintfhereafter we ſhall find any thing (as upon farther 
- *tmderſtanUitig thereof it” is not inipoſlible'we may Y that may] 
 --fſeem'to us ſxvouring of Popery, Superitition, Herefic,or Schiſm, 
or coxtrary t0, ſound Dofrixe, op«the 'power 'of-godimeſſe; we 
hall be bound by thenexc Azcicle''to indeavour'the 'extir-| * 
_ pation: after wehave bound our ſelves by this'fiiſt- Artic! 
_ t6the prefervation thereof. EO a Reg 
4. Wherein'we already find {ome things '('to our thinking) 
(viz.) I: ac- "fo far tending* towards (a) Superjtition and C b Y Schbiſmy | 
countzng Bi- * that ic ſeetnerh; to-us' more; reaſonable thar we'ſhouid call 
wr As- 7 47 En $9 ; 
tian, andinlliffereht Cirrmpnics wnlawfull. Cb ) viz. In miking thwvir diſct: 
pline and Government *a" mark.'of the tne" Church, and the ſetting up thereof, thi 
erzTing of the throne of Chriſt. | 
upa 


S— 
£ 


G5 
upon. them to reformthe 5) » than. that they ſhouldcall 


vp . upon us to preſerve it. | : | | 
h Secondly , we are not ſatisfied in the next branch, concerning 2. 
| the Reformation of Religiun.m our own Kingdom, in DoGrine, * 

S Worſhip , Diſcipline and* Government 3 How we.can (wear to.en- 

-e | deayqurthe ſame,(which without making a change thereincany 


not be done, *) | | 

” 1. Without manifeſt ſc:udal to the Papiit and S:paratiſt, 

1: By yeetding the cauſe, which our godly Biſhops and-Mar- 

.tyrs, and ail our learned Divines ever lince the, Reformation 
have both by their writings and ſufferings maintained; who 
have juſtified , againſt them both, the Religion eſtabliſhed'in. 

_ the Church of Engiand to be agreeable co the Word of 

; "God. , 

F 2. By juſtifying the Papiſts in the reproaches and ſcorwby 

. them caſt upon our Religion, whoſe uſual obje&ion it-hath _. 


fo been and. 1s , that we know not what our ey 0 is; that 
we "fince we left them, we cannet tell where to ſtay; and that. 
our” Religion is a (c) Parlzamentary Religion. (c)Let uw not 
; Sg pe HR OR" EE be blamed if 
R we call it Parliamentary Religion, Parliament Goſpel, Parliament Faith, Harding 


&| confur. of Apology, part 6, Chap..2, 


3. By a tacite acknowledgement that thereis ſomething both 
ia the do&rine and worſhip, whereunto their confarmity 
hath been required, not agreeable to the Wordrof Gad; and 
,con(equently juſtifying them both, the one in his Recuſancy, 
the other in his Separation. | 

4. By. an implyed” Confeſſion, that. the Laws formerly made 
againſt Papiſts in this Kingdom, andall puniſhments by ver- 
tue thereof inflited upon.chem , werennjuft in puniſhing 
them for, refuſing to jJoyn with us in that form of Wor- 
hip » Which our ſelves (as well as they) do not approve 

of. -. 99. $; 
2. Without manifeff wrong uuto our ſelves, our Conſciences, 
Reputation and Eſtates; in bearing falſe Wirnels againſt our 
ſelves, and ſundry other.waies by ſwearing to endeayour to rey 
form that, as corrupt and vitious, | | LY 
B2 x. Which 
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r. Which we have PER ©. Af Perſonal Subſcripticns 
approved, as agreeable to Gods Word ! and have not been: 
fince either condemned by our own hearts for ſo doing, or 

- convinced in our_Judgemefits by any of our Brethren that 

"therein we did amifle. 

2. Which in our Conſciences weare perſwaded, not to be in: 
any of the four ſpecified particulars ( as ic ſtandeth by Law 
ee) much lefſe inthe wholefour, againſt the Word' 
of God. ' | 

3: Which we. verily believe ( and, as we think upon good 
grounds )' to be in ſundry reſpets much better, and more: 

agreeableto the Word of God, and the praftiſe of the Catho= 
lique Church, than that which we ſhould by the former 
words of this Article (wear to preſerve. z 

4 Whereunto the Laws yet in forcerequire ofall ſuch Clerks 


as ſhall be admitced to any Beneſice; the fignification of 


their hearty afſent, to be atteſted openly in the time of Di-- 
vine Service before the' whole congregation there preſent,: 
within a limited time, and that under pain ( upon default 
made) of the loſſe of every ſuch Benefice. . 


3: Without manifeft danger of Perjury : This branch of the” 


Article (to our beft underſtandings ) ſeeming dire&ly con- 
trary. _ 7 | | : 
I hp our former ſolemn Prorteftation; which we have bound 
r ſelves neither for hope, fear, or other reſpe& ever to re- 
Imquiſh. Wherein che Dofrin which we have vowed to 
- maintain, by the name of the true Proteſtant Religion, expreſſed 
in the DoGrin of the Church of England, we take to be the 


ſame, which now we are required” to exdeavour torreforn - 


and alter. 


2:To the Oath of Su premacie, by ns alſo taken, according td 


the Laws of the' Realm, and the Statutes of our Umverſity 
in that belalf Wherein having firſt teſtified and declared 


in our Conſciences, that the Kings Highneſs 3s the only ſu- | 


preme Governour of this Realm, we do after ſwear to our pow= 
er to aſsiſt and defend' all Furiſdi@ions, Privileges, Prebemi— 
Wences ,. and Authorities granted or belonging to the Kings 


Highneſſe, His Heirs, and Sncceſtrs, or united and annexed a | 
2F | " Wn, . the | 


a ws af oo ac. 


4a 


_- C23: | wy” 
; the Tmperial Crown of this Realm. One of the which Privi- 
Y - Teges and Preheminences, by an expreffe Statute fo annexed, 
p and that even, 7 terminis, in the ſelf-fame words in a man» 
: ner with thoſe uſed in the Oath, is the whole power of Spi- * 
ritual or Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdigion, for the corre&ion and re- 


t formation of all manner of errors and abuſes ix matters Ecele- 

1 ſaftical : as by the (e) words of the ſaid Statute moreat (e) Such jus 

' | large appeareth. The Oath affording the Propoſition, and riſd:F:0ns, 
the Statute the ſumption, we find no way how to avoid the privileges, 

1 . Concluſion. ; ſuperorities 

E and prehe- 


= | minences ſpiritual aud Eccleſiaftical,.as by any, &c. for the Viſitation of the Eccleft- 
r aftical State and Perſons, and for reſerving order and corredton of the ſame, 
and of all manner error#, herefies, ſchiſnis, abuſes, efſeuces,. conte mpts and #10r- 
Q mities, ſhall for ever by authority of this preſent Parliament be united and annexed © 
f | te the Imperial Crown of this Realin,. An A reſtoring to the Crown the anci- | 


- j ent Juriſdi&ion, &c. 1 Elizab. x. - ; 


9* . 
[4 CAT -:-; 
| Of the Second Article of the Covenant.) , 
[2 TE ſ- a Mite - 
j- Þ8, it cannot but affe& us with ſome grief and Amazetnenit, Je 
to (ee that ancient form of Church-Government, which we 6. 


> | heartily (and, as we hope, worthily Jhonour ; as under which 
z- { our Religion was at firſt ſo orderly, without violence or tumule, 
o | and ſo happily reformed; and hath fince ſo long flouriſhed with - 
d | Fruttrand Peace, to the hoyour and happineſs of our own, and 
ie |} theenyy and admiration of other Nations, not only, 
"ol 1, Endeavoured to be extirpated; withoutany reaſon offer- 
ed to our underſtandings, for which it ſhould be thought 4 
(4) netry; or buc' ſo- much} as expedient fo to do. Bur 4 
TY allo, | | Re , 24 307 .J 
| 2. Ranked with Popery, Superflition, Herefte, Schiſm and Pro- 
He phaneſſes which we unfained]y profels .our ſelves to deteſt 
p=" as much as atyy others whatſoever. | | 


i= | 3- Andthat with ſome intimation alſo, as if that Government t «4 
gs wereſome way or other ſo- contrary to ſound. Doftrin', or the | | 
od power of Godlinrfſe, that whoſoever ſhould not endeavour 

wy | the. 

—— —_————_— ce. _HP. 
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lieve. 


La C(FJ=- Ip 
the extirpation thereof Cal3arceſier partake,in other mens 
Ps, which we cannot; yet be perſuaded to believe,  _, 


4; And we defire it may be confidered, in cafe a Covenant of 


ike form ſhould be tender'd' ro the Citizens of London , 
wherein thiey fhould be required ta iwear,. they would fin- 
ceiely , really and conſtantly without reſpe& of perſons, en- 
deavour the extirpatiun of Treaſon, the City Gyvernment ( by 
a” Lord Mator, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common-Councel and 
other Offices depending . thereon ) Myrther , A4dilterie , 
Theft, Couſenage , and whatſoever ſhall* be , &c. left th;y 
ſhoula partake in other mens finnes , whether ſuch' a tendry 
could be looked npon by any Citizen,that had the leaſt ſpirit 
o freedom in him ,*as an Aﬀof Juſtice, Meeknels and, Rea- 
wh | | ye 

Secondly ;, for Epiſcopal Government , Fe are not ſatisfied 
how we can with z good Conſcience ſwear to endeayour the ex- 
tirpation'thereof, 1. in reſpe@ of the thing ir ſelf. Con- 
cerning Which Government we "think we have reaſon to be- 
I. That it is ( if not_Fure divino inthe ſtrifeſt, that 15 to 

ſay, expreſly commanded: by God 1u his Word, yer ) of 
 Apoſtolical inftitution , that 1s tolay , was eſtabliſhed in the 
Churches by the Apoffles, according to the mind and after 
the example of their Maſter Feſw Chriſt, and that by vertue 

* of their ordinary power and Authority derived from-him, 

as depured by him Govertors of his Church. ; 

2, Or at leaft, that Fpiſcopal Ariſtocracy hath a fairer preten- 
tion,and may lay a juſfter title and claim to a divine inſtitu- 
tion than any of the other forms of Church-Government 

can do; all which yet go pretend thereunto, viz. that of 
© the Papal Monarchy, that of the Presbyterian Democracy,and 

' that of the. Tudependemnts 'by © Particular Congregation:, or 
Gathered Churches. _ | 7 

2. But weare aflured by the undoubted teſtimony of Antient 


Records and larer Hiftories, that this form of Government . 


hath been continned with ſuch an univerſal, Uninterrupted, Un- 
queſtioned ſucceſſion in all theChurches of God,and in all-King- 
doms that: have been called Chriſtian ,throughout the whole _ 

| world 


aworld forfifteerlnndred yelrFragether; that there never was 
4n all that ctime'any colſidersble oppolicicn madeithere againſt, 
That_ of Aerivs was the greateſt, wherein yet.there was liccle of 
<conlideration,,” befidethefe cwo things : that it giew-at cug, fuſt 
*but otit of drfcontent ; *and gained himat the laſt but the-yepu- 
tation of an Heretique. 'From which. Antiquity and continu= 
ance, we have juſt cauſe tofear, that: to endeavour the extirpa- 
tion thereof, Ls 

1: Would give ſuch advaatase to the Papiſts,, whomulually 

'objeft againſt us,and our Religion, the contempt of antiqui- 

ty, and. the love of novelty; that we ſhould not beable.co 


wipe offthe aſperfion. ow tt yref "45 
2. Would fo diminifh'the juſt Authority due to the conſenti- 
<ent. Judgement and praftiſe of. the univerſal.-Church (the 
'beſt interpreter of Scripture in things not clearly expreſt; 
"for Lex cufrit cum praxi: ) that without.ie weſhould be at 
2 lofle in ſundry points þoth of Faith and Manners, at this 
diy fifty betieved and ſecurely praiſed by us; when by 
"the Socinians, Anabaptiſts, and other SeQaries we ſhould be 
* ' called tipon for our proots.. As'namely, ſundry Orthodoxal 
explications conceimng the. Trinicy. and Co-equalicy ofthe 
\'Perſon; in the God-head, againſt the Arians and other-Here- 
_ tiques 3. the. number, ufe and; efficacy. of ' Sacraments; the 
'Baptifing of. Infants,z ;National Churches; the Obſervagion- 
= the Lords, Days. . and even, of: the Canon of Seripture it 
eo RN  TITT | | | 
"Thirdly, #nreſped of, our. ſelves; we arenot fatisfed howat can 3» 
fland with the principles of Juſtice Jngenrity, and Hreſtanjty, 
eo require the extirpation of Epi Copa Government | inf it 


» 


had- been firſt clearly demonſtrated to þeumlawtull ):to. be fins 


£ 


cerely and really endeavoured, byus,. : 


v4 


x.. Who have all of us, who have takenany; Degree; by.fub- 


ſcribing the 39. Artictes,,. teſtified, our-approhation of.that 


"Government : one of thoſe (a). Articles affirming the very, G) 4rt+ 36: "3 


Book containing :the:, form:of their, Gouſecration to:contain in 
it nothing, contrary.to.the word: of ,God.. 


2. 'Who have moſt of us, (viz.as,many;as haveentredintothe :-+ 


Miniſtery received Orders from their hands :: whom we 
* ſthould 
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_- > ſhould very ill requite for 708 their hands upon us, if we 
* ſhould now: lay co*ourhand, to root. them <A and cannot 
tell for what. © | 


- 3: Who have ſundry ofus, finceche beginning of this Parlis« 


- menr, ſubſcribed onrnames co'Pecitions exhibited orinten- 
ded co be exhibited cothe High.Court, for the continuance 
of that Government, Which as we then did fincerely and 
really, ſoweſhould with like (inceriey and reality, ſtill (not 
having met with any thing fince to ſhew us our-errour\ þe 


V ready to do the ſame again, if we had the ſame hopes we 


then had.of the reception of ſuch Petitions, 

4: Who fhold ſome of us our livelyhood, either in whole or 
in part, by thole Titles ,of Deans, Deans and Chapters, &c. 
mentioned in the Articles; being Members of ſome Callegi- 
ate or Cathedral Churhes. - And our 'memories will not 
readilie ferve us with any example in this kind fince the 
world beganz wherein any flate or profeſſion of men , 

. though convifted (as we are not ) ot acrimethat mighe 
delerye deprivation , were required to bind themlelves by 
oath , ſincerely and really to eudeavour the rooting out of 

that (in ig ſelf noe unſawfull ) together wherewith they 
_ alſo root out themlelves; their eſtates and livgly« 

oDas. 


g- Eſpecialy it being uſual in'moſt of the ſaid Churches , that 
ich perſons as areadmitted Members thereof, have 3 Per» 
| fonal Oath adminiftred-unto them, to maintain the hogour, } 


Immunities, Liberties, and profits of the fame and whilſt 
_ my to ſeek the _ 3 ts = eq = nay thing to the 

. nurt, HnAGrance, or uaice tnereor; Or jn other wordsto 
Fourthly, i reſpelt of the Church of England : we are not (gti 
fied how we can wear to endeavour the extirpation of the eſta- 
bliſhed Government , no neceGitie or Juſt Cauſe for ſo doing, 


. either offering It ſelf, or being offered to our underſtand- 


ings. 


it, befides thole that are preſent and evident, ſu 


+ 4. Since all _ of Government nnavoidably bringeth with 
: dr other 
conveniences, Which no wit of man can poſlibly fore-ſee 
: | | to : 


| The Lords and Commons do declare, That the: 


209 EE bis 


cannoc-be ſure, thac the evils which n iy on the 
change of this Goverament, (which hath been of ſo lag =_ 
- continriance in- this Kingdom, -is ſo deeply room fin the . 
| Layees thereof; and hath ſo near a conjunftionwithiand ſo. 
ftrong an influence upon the Civill State and Government, 
| astharthe change thereof muſt infer the neceſſity ofa great 
-. - alteration to be madein the other alſo,) may not be grea- 
ter then the ſu evils whatſoever they are, which by 
this change are loughtto be remedied. For there are not 
. yet any come to our knowledge of that deſperate: nature, 
as not t0 be capable of other remedy, then the utter extir- 
pation of the whole Governmenc ic ſelf... . 


— 


that it was: far from cheir purpoſe or Ueſire: to abol/ifs the adpanterers 

Chih enemy our wg arp rar = mrs of the  thit Mali 

Charchof England ſhox regnlared | Rules of ordex next party 
by Par | oe ks a 


and Diſcipline 5 are eftabliſht iament, andthatic 7r our 
' was Malignancy, to infw/e into-the people that they :had any. Proceeding rc 
i other meaning ; Weare loth, by conſenting to he ecnd Fi o 
wo. the 
ple ho 


| Article to become guilty of ſuch Jnfn/q»;, a8 may bring. 

within the compaſs 44 danger Fr he: arth Articles a Ho 
Covenant." RET Wt. Sn 

Iifh all Charch-Government OL EINNG 1641 ExaQ.ColleQ. pag.1g. 


{ mation of the Government and Liturgy of the Ghyreh; and to take anay nothing in 
the ek the other, but what halle evil, and y J nUnng in 
| ceſſary and burthenſome. Declar.g. April.1642, 


3. Since it hath been declared fer (c) AQts.of Parla- @ Se 
ment, Thar the holy Charch of England was founded is the Carjile. 
; ag CO in the Realm of Enyland'. We dae not E.1. recerced 
by endeavou 
| very foundation, and thereby (as fnuch as inus heth) co» 
operate towards the ruine of this famous Churc};. which .. 
In all conſcience and dury we are bound. withour uemoſt _ | 
lawful power to uphold. - _ 3 ISIS 
Laſtly, #4 reſpef# of our Obligations to his Majeſty our D wa, ITALY 
| GC on fa 


F | | < 


to provide againſt, till late experience diſeover them: We 4-7. 0 


2. Whereas the Houſe of Conimons have (b) remoiiſtrated, (b)— give 


we 
mean to the- 
end 4 davand meaſſary Refor- 
wftly ve, or at te > 
Od on. 
the extirpation.of Prelacy, ſtrik-at the 25, ak : \ 


WS; . 
Fe 


"Zaſe into" the 
--;GefiaſticalLaw.: + 


ki » þ. 


.-: 1 dy; prayers ts. 


De 


C0) T hey th. - * © \ Dieaning (which they -haveoptnly- (4) diſclaimed) ro ab- 
Wa his © His Majeſty homchey kuow to be.intruſted with the Ec- | 


SEEN | Naa", eo we holdit our, bounden duty by gur dai- 


NS (11) | 
ea") -Fwornby the aſſiſtance of God to his power to maintainatnd 
a= -preferve: T3 "3 «777 -: += ' "Lib ep is 2pef - 
3. bythe Lawes of this Land ( f) the Culation of Bifhoprioks (£) Ste Stats 
DB! - atidi(g) Deanarire; the 7h) frairs and profits of their Lands 25.H.8.20. 
w"} and Reyenuesduring their vacancies; the (i). firſft fraits and © 7: E-6.2- 
ad -yearly tenths out of all Eccleſiaſtical Promotions; and-lun- (8) See Star. 
£. Bk dry other Priviledges, Þ:ofits;'and Emoluments;ariſing-ont. 39+ Eliz.8. 
al - of the State Eccletraſtteal are eſtabliſhed m.the Grown,and (b) Sras.14. 
We! areaconſiderable partoftthe Revenues thereof ;, which;by E.3.4 & 5- 
leſ the extirpation of Prelacy, asitisinthe Article expounded, & 17: £.3- 
0} or by ſubſequent praQtice evidencet;will be ſevered and.cart 74 
0”] off fromthe Crown; toitheigreat- prejudice;ard damage (1) Stat. 26. 
of: thereof. Whereunto, as we ought not in common reaſon #7 9. 3-& 
nd, and in order to our Allegiance/asSubjetts , yeild our con- 7: Eltz, 4+ 
b-! fent;ſo having ſworn expreſly to maintain the Kings Honour 
Wo! and Eſtate and to.our puwer to afliſt and- defend all Jurif- 7. 
-C-{ didtions,&c, belonging to His Highneſs, or united and an- 
nexedto. the Imperial Crown of-the: Realm; we cannory 7 

Led without manifeſt Perjury! (as we conceive).conſent there.” : 

AT -nnto.! 033 39%] | $3 Wy < SPOT SGITTY 2 YO STORES 7. ; 

4] 4. The Government of this Realm being confeſſedly: an-Eme, 1 
pire of (k} Monarchy, and thatof amoſt excellent temper (k): -<Swpre- + 
on! andconſtitution,; we underſtand not-how-eao become us; man poreſt a> 
en”! -to:defire0tendeayour theextwpation of that Government. tem &- ment 
ent incheChurch;which we conteivero be incomparably of all, 1mpericum 4- 
nd} . otherthemoſt:agreeable, and no way: prejudicialt;to the pud 10s hebet 
ate: {ace of ſo'well z conſtituted Monarchy. In ſo much as, Rex.Cambd. 
hej King ?ames would often ſay, what his long experience: Whereas bj 
re-J hadtaught him, No! Biſhop, mo King. | Which; Aphoriſm; . ſandrydivers 
he { though we find in ſundry Pamphlets of late years to-bave old anthen- 
of ] - -been exploded with much confidence” and {corn;; yet we rick Hiftories 
ner muſtprofeſle tohave mer with vety little inthe proceed- & Chroxi- 
 ingsofthe latertimes, to weaken our belief of it.,/;And-we c/es it 5s mas 


; : > 0, THONG LATR 1918557 | - wifeftly de- 
a #1 ed and expreſſed,that this Realmof England 3s an Empire,; ayd ſo hath been 
his Fepted in the world, governed by one Supream Head and King having the dignis © 
and r09all eftate of the Inzperial Crows of the ſawe.; Stat,24.H.8:i2. Secal- + 
3 I Elizab.3:: 7 f f a9 TBE 3 TonaSIbol 
8-7; C2. hope 
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 havea more proper concernment : We ſhall need to infiſtthe- 


ins nl of thoſe many pps Gatetnaronts; Zegna 


2 | to beſork of win the ſame” Artic wibout th ie or »- 


(a9 
- hope we-ſhalt be the lels blamed for our antiignes! to 
| have any atual concurrence inthe oxtirpation of Epiſe+ | 
pail Governmers : ſeeing of extirpation there isno- 
_ other uſe imaginable, but eicher the alienation of their Re. 
vennes and In (which how:it cat be ſevered from- 
' - Sacriledge and Iajuſtice weleaveothersco tindout) orto 
maze. way for-the introducitne of fowe ceder Form of 


's Church-government : games whatſvever icſhall be, will. 


S.- hy veg; 4 + $oevgene deſtructive of, and incanſiftent 

| ith Motrarchtalt Goverument, or at leaſt-wiſe more p pre- 
2 aadiccal td the peaceable, orderly, and cffectual exerciſe. 

| there6f, hens well iegplatl: + pe can poſſibly be... 


ofthe Eher arroef the Covmant.. 


$ inſiſted the more upon «the two Geſt Antctes,: that 
t \ Coder Ah Religion undue Churth;' and whereinour: ſelves. 


leſs upoti thoſe that follow,concenting our ſelves with a few (the... 


, that tye there 
'In che thied Article, we are mt ferisfivd that ou? endeavour- 
2 reſerve and defendtbe Kinps Majeſties Perſon andAurbority 
lirnired, as there it is, by that addition. T»:the Preſervation - 
ence of the true cara. Soreoed Libervecs of thi Kingdom. For- 
85. : 


| "4 . No ſuch limitation of onr-dury inchat bebatficrobefound,. | 


either in tht Oathesof acyand Alleagiance,{ which. 
no Papiſt would refaſe o_—_—_ fuch'a. [gairation ):nor- 
1n the Proceftation, cor inthe WHEL 

© Our- endeavorr to preſerve cho Riphns and Priviledges of. 
* Parliaments, and Liberties of the ingdomes isrequired. 


Wor orker lirmitation added therouns. 


i IG OE” La ERS oo 
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- Suck limitationleaveth:thednty.ofche Subſec:dtdd muchs 
"looſenelle, ORE E of the King at ſo great uncertain« | 


[ 
ATT 


OE a on prod 2 607. Ih ng 


- Power, .with Ordert 


| PHY 
' xy; that whenſvever the people ſhall hm 4 ind to with-- 
draw their obedietice,” ,they canriot want a prexeticn, from- 


the fame for ſ6 doi _ 
4. Aſter we ſhould,;- very laſt thing we dCvix. fwea- 
ring-wich ſala mation ) have of 
\. anaQual and. real dimination. ( #s we conceive) of His- 
md er and greatneſſs: the obteſlation would. 
gnirey! popedoiy, a the teaſ) with the ſxttiebreach 
to —_—_ 146k weredin = witnefſe with -6ur Conſeiences, 
| Hawn we had no thoughts of intentions £6:dinafiſh - the 


5 The Grearing with ſich a limiturion is a Teftitiony of the” 


Subjets Loyalty (to our ſeeming)oſa Very range nature: 
which,C the Pits of their ſeveral Rel Ralgions redabe 
Conſcience of a moſt refolate Papiſt or Setary muy ſecures | 
ly ſwallow,and the Conſcience ofa good Proteſtant exnaot. 
but ſir8in at. * | 
Fa the fourth Article, . | 
7: We deſire it may: de conſidered, whether: the impoſity” 
_ theCovenant inthis Atticle do notlay Ons = 
| Son, 6f accuſing hisown Father, and 
ſtruion,] incaſehe ſhould bean (on ay Malignarit,or 
other evil Inſtrument, ſue asinthe Article 5 deſccibdd. A A. 
* eoutle, which we goneeive to be [oonrrury to Religjon,Na-. 
ture and Hurmaiiity. 
4. |. Whether the Tearing eccordin to this Atticle; deth hot 
© rather: 6pen ready way, . ro-Children that arefickoft the: 
Fathef, Husbands that are weary of their Wives,&c.by ap-- 
- gong ſuch, avſand between: thetn and their delires, of 
- ,the terms their unjawfol. JInten= - 
Frm 


es: 

J: Our felves- having- roteſted [to- tigiritaiti 2the- 
Liberty ofthe SabSR, and por the Houſe of Commons having - 
publickly declared againſt the-exerciſeof an ;: 

ir faid DeclaculntfoWid be - 

- printedand publiſhedin all the Pariſh Churchtsand 

- 'pelsof the Kingdome; there to ſtand and Oy 

" mony: of. rhe cearnelle of eds hy” o 
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(14) | 
..\ ſubjeRing of our; ſelves and. brethren, by -Oath, nato fuch 
- pnniſhments as ſhall be inflitedupon.us (without Law or 
merit) atthe ſole pleaſure of inch uncertain Judges as ſhall 
_ -» be uporany particular occalion -depated* for that effe&, of- 
..; wharmean quality or abilities {ever they-be; even-to the 
- "taking away;of our lives, if they ſnall thipk.it convenient [0 to 
ds, though the, degree of our offences ſhall not require or 
_ deſerve the ſame, be not the betraying of. our Liberty in 
.- the lowef},and.rhe ſecting up of an/Arbirrary Power,in the 
. ' higheſt degree chat can be imagined. FE 
The jubſtance of the fifch Article, being the ſetling and conti- 
nuance of a firm peace and union berween the three Kivgdomes, 
ſinceit.is our bounden dutyto deſire, and according to our ſeve- 
rall places, and.intereſts by all lawfull. means. toendeavour.the 
ſame : we ſhould make no'ſcruple at all-co enterinto a. Covenant 
to that purpoſe, were it not - a3 ab + | 
| I. That we do notſee, nor therefore can acknowledgerhe 
happineſs of ſuch a bleſſed Peace between the three King- - 
 , domes (for-we hope Trelayd is not. forgotten) asinthe Ar- 
.. ricle. is mentioned:::.So. long.as Jreland.is;at Warr within 
-it ſelf, and both the other Kingdomes engaged in:thac 
an WAETs | bs np nk ingett ng 0c; Dis ——— RF. 
2, That ſince no peacecan be firm-and well- grounded that is 
not bottom'd upon; Juſtice, the moſt.proper;and adxquare 
at whereof is, Fs ſunm cnique, to letevery.one bave.that 
which ofright belongeth. unco him;-we- cannot "conceive 
how a firm. andlaſting'Peace can, be eſtabliſhed- ir' theſe 
- Kingdomes, unleſle.tbe reſpeRive Authority, .Power, and 
._ Liberty. of King, Parlitment and Subje,as well every one 
_ ,85 ther, be-preſerved full and-entire, .according.co' the 
known Lawes and continued unqueſtioned'cuſtomes of the 
- ſeyaro)Kinggomes informer times, -and beforethe-begin- 
- \ ning of theſe ſad diſtraRtions. ... TS 
In the fixth Articlewe are. alcogether.unſatisfied,  _ 
£.i The whole Article; being govnded upon a ſuppoſition , 
.- which. bach nog yer been,;eviGenced-to us, viz." that this 
» Cauſe, meaning thereby (or elſe aecand itnot) the 
. 7Joyning1n thisTovenant of mutual 


# 
C $n® «i: 7? * > 4 


- 
© i 


fence for the proſecu- 
tion 


/ 


(9) ; 

en of the late War, was the oauſe of ' Religion, Tiberty, and 

Peace of the Kingdomes ,, andthat irſo\muthiconeerned the 

Gay of God, and the goed of the King domes;and the Honoxr 
/. of e King. FLASICT 2305 99.3. HOSE) FHUTSWOT 

2. ra the premiſes were ſo cltar, thatwedurſt*yeeld our 

free aſfenc thereunto,-Yyet were they notfaffifient to war- 

. rant:to-our .confciences what in this Arcicle isrequired to 

| be worn of us; unleſle we were as clearly'ſatisfied concer- 

' ning the lawfubne(s of the means robe uſe forthe ſupport- 

ing of ſuch a cauſe. * For fince evil maynot bedone, that 

good may come thereof; we cannot yetbe perſwaded,that 

che Canſe of Religion, Liberty, and Peace,may be ſupported, 

or the Glory of God,the Good of the Kingdomes,and the Honor 

of the King ſought ro:beradvanced;by tuch'means;(as to our 

beſt underitandings)are both improper for thoſe ends,and 

deſtitute of all warrant from the Lawes, either of God, or 

-- ofthigReaimt Oo 25 2 87200 A. rae 

'Laſly,in the concluſion, our hearts tremble'tothink;' 

ſhould be required to-pray that or her ChriſtianChurobes might be 

encouraged by our; Example to joyn in the Vike Aſſociation and C62 

venant $0 free themſelves fromthe Amichriſtian yoke;&'o; Where- 

in. wy He ring, Yong of 1g 30, range 


1.To omitthat we do not know any A4ntichriſtian yoktrundet 

which we were heldin theſe Kingdomes,/andifrom :whicly 

- we oweto this either War or Covenanronr" freedom : un- 

leſſe by the Antichriſian yoke be meant Epiſeopal'Govern- 
ment,which we hope no man that Cy to-Teurh and 
Charity will affirm: ... ;- 7 WE pREEANS. 
2+ We'do notyer ſee in: che fruits ofthis Aſſociation 'or Co- 
venant among our ſelves; anythingfſolovely as toinvite us 
us to defice ( much Jeſs to pray that other Chriſtian 
Churches ſhould follow our.example-berein; -.- --- . 

. 3, To pray to the purpoſe in the Concluſion of the Covenant - 
expreſſed, ſeemeth to us all onein effe&; asto'beſeech Al- 
mighty God, the God of Love and Peace, ' 1 i 
' 1; To-take all Love andP eace out of the hearts of Chri- 

ittans, and'to ſet the whole Chriſtian world ina'com- 
buition, ' | Zrp$-5 ; 

; 2. To: 


OR. 


Us) 


| odious to all theworld.: --.. 
© 3+ Toprovokethe Princes of Zyropeto uſe-more ſeverity 
IP Po . towards thoſe of the Reformed Religion : if not (for 
-: their own ſecurity) toroot then quite out of their ſeve- 
LE, 5 ral Dominions. 
Et 4+ The gr and yoke of Antichriſt, if laid upon the 
necks.of Roe their-lawful Soveraignes, is to be 
Drifn beldneſs in confeſling the Truth, 


I'S violent reſiſtance the Higher Powers. 
BH Ss. VI. % 


Some o_— concerning the meaning of 
. the Covenant. 


Conliderdtions, 
twhereas'no: Oath, which is contraditory-toit ſelf, 


tradition muſt needs: 
raineth,orat leaſtwiſe ( which to the point of conſcience is nor 


Rions:: as namely, among others, theſe : 

- I, To preferve as ivis, without change, and yet toreform and 
alter, and net to: preſerve, one «1d the ſame reformed Re- 
: At 


ſame 08 [the reſent 
ypc 46-——aor ur eo verges Io 


3. To reform/Churth Government eſtabliſhedinExg/ard,and 
Ireland, according to the ward of God: and yet to extirpate 
that Government which we are Pnoter to be according 

thereanto,for the introducing of another whereof, we are 
not ſo perſwaded. 


cel Ve 


_ aken without ; becauſethe one part of every cor- 
x} chis Covenanteither indeed car - 


4. To endeavour really the extivpirion of Hereſoer, Schsf! "ey | 
Prophsnene(s,and yetwithail to cxtirpate thatGovernment | 
1n the Church,the want ofthe due exerciſe whereof we con- | 


=" To renderthe Reformed Religion andall Proteſtants 


and thrown ofyCh ring for it ; not-by taking up Armes, or { 


Ju R aforeſaid ſcruples are much ſtrengthened by theſeen- 


much\leſs effeQual}- ſceemeth to us to contain ſundry Contradi- ] 


guow. | 
2. Abſolutely and without exception 1» ſerve; ;and yetupon 


08 "WEI 


(7) 


ceive to.have been one chief cauſe of the ' growth of the _ 


ſaid evills; and do believe the reſtoring and continuance 
chereof would be the moſt proper' and effeRtual - re- 
medy. | Sf, ES A 

5... To preſerve withour eftates aud lives, the Liberiits of the 

Kingdome, thatis, (asin the Proteſtation is explained)of 

the Subje&t, and yet contrary to theſe Liberties,to ſubmit 

to the impoſition of this'Covex ant, and of the-Negutive 
Oath,not yet eſtabliſhed by Law ; and to put our lives and 
eſtates under the arbitrary power of ſuclt as may take a- 

way both from us when they pleaſe, not onely without , 
buteven againſt Law, 5fth:ry ſhall judge it convenient ſo 

to ao, PHY 2:6ih. 1 302 0% _ 
Secondly,we find in the Covenant,ſundry expreflions'of dark 

or doubtfull conſtraction , whereunto we cannot ſweare in 
judgement,till their ſenſe be cleared and agreed upon.As, Who 
are the Common Enemier?and which be the a reformed Char- 

Hes ?mentioned in the firſtiArticle. Who(inthefourtbArticle) 
ate to be accounted 2alipnants?: How ar that phrafe of hin- 
dring Reformation may be extended ? What is meant by-rhe [34> 
preme Fudicatory of both Kingdomes? andfundry other:-: 

- Thirdly, by the uſe that hath been made of this Covenant, 
( ſomeritnes to purpoſes 'of dangerous :confequence-)we are 
broughtinto ſore fears anTjjealouſies, eaſt by raking the ſame 
we ſhouldcaſt ourſelves into more ſnares then we are yet aware 
of.” For in the firſt Azticle; ; 5} 434 TLIC SIG TTST2 I 

1. Whereas we are to endeavour the Reformation-of Retigion 

© 3# this Kingdome, in Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, una Go- 
wernment , devording to the Word of God,and the example of 
the beſt Reformed Ch rehts': 114.97, M2 DUH 

xz. The Reformation in Works ( whereby we could not: 

- ſuppoſe any more was intended( 


Exact -Pag-135. 
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according 'to'their for-'(a) The 
mer{\#) Declaration) then a review'of the Service-book;' Lords and 

\ 3 0d. 9 19 7,5 a0 HA £103 "te 4:43.11 2;.Commons 

do declare, T hat they intend a dne and''niceſſary Reformation of the Liturg 
the Church..and to take away nothing therein-but what ſpall be evill, and j 
ly offenſive , or at leaſt unneceſſary and' burthenſome Declarat.g.Apr.1642. 
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(18) = 
that the tranſlations might be in ſome: places amended, 
ſome alterations made in the Offices and Rubricks ; or ac 


of expediency and condeſcention } hathproduced an ut- 
- | ter abolition of the whole form eſtabliſhed : without 


ſubſtituting any other certain form in the room there- 
of. - : 


intended ( ſo far as by the overtures hicherto, made we 
are able ro judge) is ſuch,as we conceive not to be atcor- 
cording to the example of any. Church chat ever was in 
the world (beſt or worſt )ſince the Creation 


Schiſm, and Prophaneneſs, to have been as really intended 
& ſer. on with as much ſpeed and animotity, as theextirpa- 


. i When we ſee,underthe notions of rooting out Prelacy-and 


nues of theCharch&rhe-ſacredUrenſils(no otherwiſe guil- 
ty of Superſtition, for ought we know, then that they are 
; | worth ſomething; )and on the; qther ſide,{o little yet done. 
r '  fowardtheextirpation of Hereſie,Schiſm,and Prophane- 


diſſemble our ſuſpition,that the defigners of thisCovenant, 
might prom ags . e before their eyes beſides what in 
the beginning of the-Introduction.is, expreſſed ; and that 
_ there is ſomething meant in. this Article, that looketh ſo 
like Sacriledge,that we are afraidto-venture thereon. 

3- In the third Article. ; A; Cn nt 8; 
1. Although we ſhould not otherwiſe haye apprehended: any 
\matter of danger or moment inthe ordering of the partict- 


Speech,,and-others- have. made' advantage thereof to inferre, 
- AEIOIDE _ (and:Authority ought to. be with ſubordination. to. the pres; 


_- 
- 


LE fil 


moſt ſome of the Ceremonies laid aſide for the reaſons | 


. 2. The Reformation in point of Diſcipline andGovernment S.. 
_ ding tothe Word of God, nor (for oy thing we know ) ac- | 


E, 4 . + 2. Inthe ſecond Article, our grief and fears had been leſſe, | 
EI. . If wecould have obſerved the extirpation of Pepery, Hereſie, | 


tion! of Pre/acy, and that which ſome call S»perfition:But. | 
x | ' _ Superitition,ſo much quickneſs ufed tg fetch in the Reve- | 


ik | neſs,(as things of leſs temporal advamage:.) Weicannot,. 


- | lars. in the Article mentioned : yer fince M, Chaloner in his- 
vn ns oa char very. order, .that the defence of- the \Kings Perſon, 
ſervation of the Rights-and Priviledges of Porkaments,: Andy 


« 


| [ enant,yet 6u both places leave ont In the preſervation and,&c-pa 
"or clauſe without which the other part ought never to be mentioned. pag.56. 


19) 
the Liberties ofthe Kingdome,which are 5s the fir place, 
and before it to be endeavoured; We hope we ſhall be ex- 
cuſed,if we date not take the Covenant in this.ſetſe; epe- 
along that'if the Argument be af any force,it 
will bind. us at leaſt, as ſtrongly to endeavour the mainte- 


. nance of the Kings Perſon, Honoar, and'Bftate in the firſt 


place, andthe reſtbut ſubordinately therentito, becauſe 


they are fo ordered in the Proteſtation : '/And--then thar 


Proteftation having the advantage of preceding , tt will 
bind us more ſtrongly, as being the firſt obligation, 


firſt place to be preſerved. Anſw.to Scottiſh Papers, 1g.Nov.1646. page 21. 


2. Whereas ſome have bren the rather induced to take the 


Covenant in this particular by being rold,rthat that limita. 
tion,#n the preſervation and deftnce of the true Religion and 
Liberties of the Kingdomes was notto be underſtood exchi- 
ſively: yet when we finde that the Houſe of Commons 1n 


their anſwer to the Scottiſh papers, doe (d)) often preſſe £d) We 96- 
that limitation,as without which the endeavouring to pre-' /eyve you 4 
ſerve the Kings MajeſtiesPerſon and Authority ought not” mention the 
co be mentioned, it cannot bur. deter us fromtaking the- defence of the 
| Covenant in this particular ſo underſtood. ; 


3- Eſpecialjy being told in a late pamphlet,thatrhe King not 
having preſerved the Liberties of .the Kingdom, &c. as of 
duty be ought, is thereby become a Tyra», and. ſo cea- 
ſeth to be a King, and conſequently that his ſubjeRs ceaſe 

to be SubjeRs,and owe him no longer ſubjeRion, Which 
aſſertion.fince we hearcily deteſt;as falſe and ſcandalousin 
the ſuppoſition,and in the inference {editions anddiveliſh, 

we darre not by ſubſcribing this Article ſeem to give the 
leaſt countenancethereunto. ; 

4, Burt it ſtriketh ns with horror tq think what way > 4 been 
made of this fourth Article;concerning the pu 
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(c) From 
whence it re. 
moſt evident, 
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Rights and 
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. Malignantats,&e.ds by others otherwaies;ſo eſpecially by 
» thtCanredbor- of a ſpeech without doors,rriceen in the defence; 

-of M. Challoners Speech: whais ſo bold asto tell the Par-) 
| liament,,) thatthey are bound by their Covenant (for the? 


(20) : 


bringing,of :evil inſtruments to condigne puniſhment) to! 


deſtroy th&King and-bis Poſterity; andrhat they canno 
juſtifie thetaking away of Straffords; andCanterbaries liv 
for Delinquency,whtlit they ſuffer the chief Detinquent to! 
£0 uthpuniſhed. ie nn 


$. VII. 
4 .. Of the Salvo's. 


' 
% 


He Salvo's that: webave uſually met wicha}l, for the avoy- 


'T ting of the aforeſaid ſcruples,either concerning the whole! 
Covenant, or ſome particulars therein of ſpecial importance, 
We andy 
ſciences. 
| -  Fbe firſtis that we-may take the Covenant 3» our own ſenſe : 
but rhis (in a matter of this nacure, 7/2, an impoſed promiſory 
Oath, inthe performance whereof others alfo are preſumed tg 
be concernedYfeemeth to be. 


pon examination to be ho way ſatisfactory to ourcon! 


1. Contrary ts the nature and end of an Oath, which unleſs i! 
be full of fimplicity , cannot be ſworn in truth and right 
ouſneſs, nor- ſerve to the ending of controverſies and 
contradictions, which was the uſe for which it was inſtituted 
Heb. 6. | : 

2. Contrary to theend of Speech: God: baving given us the uſ 
of Speech for this end,that it might: be che interpreter of th 
mind, it behoveth us as in all other our dealings and con 

. tracts, ſo eſpecially where-there is the intervention of a 


.«\ Oath, {© to ſpeak, asthatthey whom-ic concernerh.,, . ma 


- Clearly underſtand our meaning by our words. + /- 
3. Contrary to the end of the Covenant it ſelf. Which being th 
confirmation of a firm union among the Covenanters, th 
by taking thereof they might have mutuall affarance of my 
. tuall afliitance 8& defence ; If one may be allowed to take | 
+1n onefenſe, & another tna contrary; the aa z 


NCC? 
» AY- ; 


 byt 


(2) 


- have noimore affurance of mutual: affiſtance each-from o- 


ther after the taking of theCovenanrt, then chey had before. 
4: Contrary to:the'So/omn profe ſhow made by each Cove- . 


nanter (in expreſſe termsin the concluſion thereof) in the 


preſence of | Almighty Ged the ſearcher of all hearts,that heta- 


keth it with a true intention to perform the (ame,as be ſhall an- 
[ſwear as thigriatday.” oO 
2. This will, bring a ſcandal npon our Religion, 


1: That we practice that our ſelves,which we condemn in the 
Papiſt; viz, Swearing with Jeſuitical equivocations and- 

- mental reſervations, | 

2, That we take the glorious and dreadfull Name of God in 
vain; andplay faſt and looſe with Oathes : in as much as - 
what we ſwear to day in one ſenſe, we may ſwear the direct . 


contrary to morrow in another. And - y 
3- It will give ſtrengthto that charge which is layed to' the 


Presbitertan party:, in ſpecial, both (a) by 7eſwite-and (b); (a) Heretics _ 
. Seftaries, thatthere is no faith to be givento Proteſtan! 
- whatever they ſwear ; becauſe they may ſweare one thing hominibus 
ſervant fie 
dem.—— Spe- 
.NanmCal- 


in their words,and in-their own ſenfe mean another. 


ctatins hoc'addo,Calviniſtas in hac re deterioreseſſe quam Lutherans ® 
viniſte nullans ſervant fidem: ura,perjura.--- Lutherans moderatiores ſunt. Be= ©; 
can. 5.Manual.Gontrov. 14. n.4.& 6. 4 

the Kingdow;diſpence with them when he pleaſeth;fwearland forſwear as the wind > © 
turneth,like a godly Preſbyter. Arraig.of Perſec.in-Epiſt.Ded: 7 IF 0M 


Theſecond way is, to take the Covenant with-theſe or the 


like general Salvo's expreſled, viz. So far as lawfully I may , 
So-far as it is agreeable to the Word of God, andthe Lawes of the 
Land; Sawing all Oathes by me formerly taken &c, But © - 
1. We believe this mocking of God would be ſo-far' from 
freeing us from the guilt of perjury, that thereby we ſhould . 
_ rathercontra& a new guilt of moſt vike and abominable hy- 


critie.” © 


po | 
2.It ſeemeth all one-unto us(the thing being/otherwiſe ſuppo- 
. poſed unlawfall) as ifwe ſhould-ſwear to kill; ſteal, commit 
- adultery, or forfwear-our ſelves, ſo far as Javiully. we: Way. | 
kj MM ND EN canta IF 7 


D 3 


(b) Invent Oathes and Covenants for' 


, 
4} 


(22) 
- 3.If this would fatisfie the Conſcience;we might with a-good 
Conſcience .not enly ; take che preſent Covenant, buteven 
..- ſubſcribe to the Council of . Trent alſo;yea;and to the Tar: - 
kiſb Alcoras'; and ſwear ro maintain and defend- either of - 
-them, viz.ſo far as lawfully we may,or as they are agrecable 
Thirdly,for the ſecond Article in parucular,in the. branch con- 
cerning che extirpation of Church-Government, we are told 
chat it 15 to-be underſtood of the whole Government, taken col- 
leRively andin ſenſu compoſito,ſo as.if we do endeavour butthe 
taking away of Apparitors only,or of any, other one kind of in- 
feriour officers belonging tothe Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy , we 
ſhall have ſufficiently diſcharged our whole promile in thac 
particular without any prejudice done to Epiſcopacy.But. 
, TI, Neither the Compoſers of che Covenant by.their words, 
\ nor the impoſers of it by their Aﬀtions, have given us the 
leaſt ſignification that they meantno more. | 
2. Yearather, if we may: judge either by the cauſe or the 
effets, we may well think there was a meaning to extir- 
pate the whole government, and every part thereof in the 
Article expreſſed. For | 
1.-The Covenant being (as we have no cauſe to doubt)fra- - 
 medat the inſtance of the, Scots and for che. eaſier pro- 
7 curing of their aſſiſtance in the late War,was therefore in 
SS SY _ all reaſon ſoo be framed andunderſtood as to giverthem 
(c) By -the ſatisfaQion, &(conſidering what themſelves have(c) de-: 


Covenant, clared againſtEpiſcopacy)we have lictle reaſon to beleeve 
both Houſes © thetaking away Apparitors., or any thing, leſle thenthe 
of Parlia- rooting out of Epiſcopacy ic felt , would have ſatisfied 
-went,& ma- them. : | | 


#7 thouſanas of other His Majeſties Subjetts of Englayd and Ireland ftand bound 
as Well as we to hinder the ſetting up of the Church-Government by Biſhops in the 
Kingaome of Scotland:. And that we as well as they ſtand bound to endtavonr the 
extirpation thereof in England and lceland ScorsDeclar.to the States of the 
United Provinces, 5- Aug. 1645. recited in Anſwer to the ScotsPapers, 
pag. 23. 25 ofa thr 25 ” : 

2. The proceedings allo ſince the.entring of this Govenant 
ineadeavouring by Ordinance of Parliament to takeaway 


the Natre,Power,and Revenues of Biſhops do fadly give 


usto uaderſtand ;what was their meaning'therein.;. 


' Fourthly,as to the ſeruples that ariſe from theSover ignty of 
the King,and the duty of Allegiance as poo ra we find two_ | 


leveral waies of anſwering, but litcle ſatisfaQtion ineither. 


7. The former, by ſaying(which ſeemeth to-us a piece of un- 
reaſonable and ſtrange. Divinity) that Protet#on and: Sb je- 
#10u ſtandingin relation either to other; the King+ being 
now diſabled to give ns proteQtion ,- we are there yirevd 


from our bond of ſubjeRion, Whereas 
I. The Subjects obligation: ( 7#s ſubjettionis. ) doth not 


ſpring from,nor relate urto the aftual exerciſe of King-- 


ly protection', but from and: unto-the Princes' ren, 


tion to proteRt ( 7s Proteonzs..) Which obligation: EH 


ing upon him as a duty which he is bound \i-conſtience 
.,toperform, when it is in his power ſoto. do; the re-/ 


: Jative obligation thereunto lyeth- upon ,us as- a” duty- - 
. which we are bound-in- conſcience to perform , when: 
,-. itis in qur -power.ſo to. do. His inability therefore. to / 


. performe his duty doth not age 9% from'the neceſ- 


- ey of - performing-ours , ſo long as we are able to. 


l0 tt. 


2, If the King ſhould not prote&t us, but negle his part; 
. though having power andability ro perform it; his vo-- - 


luntary negle& ought not.to free? us. from. the faithfull 
performance of what is to be done on our part. - How 


much leſs then'ought we tothink our pale nag, ood | 


. from -our ſubjeQion., when the Nox-proto&5en on his - 
\ parts noz from the want of will; but of power? \. _ - 
2, The later(wherein yet fome have triumphed) by ſaying 
that the Parliament beingtke ſupreme Judicatory) of the 
Kingdome; the King, whereſcever in perſex, is ever preſent 


there 3» hirpower as inall other Courts of Juſtice :. and that - 


therefore whatſoever is done by them _is not done without 
_ the King, butby him. But craving pardon firſt if- in - things. 
. . without our proper ſphere we hap to eek unproperly or 
' amiſſe;We muſt next crave leaxe to beſtill of the ſame mind 


. wewerextill it ſhall be made evident to our ea: ES 


ON nb; 
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 . TthattheKingis there ix bir power, as it is evident to 0ur ſen, 

ſes that he not there #1 hrs perſon © Whietv ſo far as our 

ws - natural reaſon and ſmallexperience will ferve'ns to judge, 

all chathath been faid to that purpoſe can never do, 
For, firſt; tothe point of preſence: + -- ++ Stn 

on 1. We have been brouphr'up in a beliefe that for the making 

(d) The old of Lawes,the actual (d)' Royal aſſent was ſimply neceſlary, 


formes of and not only @ virtual afſent ſuppoſed "to be included in 
Acts of Par- the Votes of - the two Houſes » otherwiſe what uſe can be 
liam.were, made of his Negative voice ?or what need to{e)aefire his 
'T he King . Rojal aſſent to that which may be done as wellwithourt it. 


willeth, pro- - [46 Se | 
videth, ordaineth;eſftabliſheth, granterhies c. by the aſſent of Parliament ,&c.Sec 
Statutes till 1 #. 4- After that,T be King;of the aſſent of the Lords —_— 
Temporal, antl at the ſpecial inflance and requeſt of the Commons of this Realm, 
. bath ordained;&rc.See Statutes I. H, 4 till 1 H.7, Aform of 'fachPetition 
of the Commons, See 1 &.3.6. Prayen the Commons in this preſentParliament 
aſſembled, that where, &e Pleaſe it therefore your Highneſs, bythe advice and 
aſſent of the Lovils 8piritull and Temporal in this your preſent Phrliament afſem- 
bled, and by thit authority of the fame go ordain, & OO 
No Bill is au Alt of Parliament Orttinance,or Editt of Law, although both the 

Houſes agree unanimouſly in it till it hath the Royal Aſſent. Ancient Cuſtomes 
WES 090 e772 a Dp, or C318 gait 207 I Js 
. Aſemblee deveys toys E Po eft apeller un AFde Parliament:car ſans touts 
troys neſt aſcam AF ae Parl, Finch Nomotech. fol. 21. 

We admit that no Ats of Parliament are complete, or formally binding with- 
out the. Kings aſſert. H. P. Antwer to David 7enkins,pag.6. © 
(e)——which if your Majefty foal be pleaſed to adorn with your Majeſties Royal 
aſſent (without which it can neither be complere and perfefF or=— )Stat.1.Jac.1. 


; (F)Stat.33.. © 2, The (f) Statute;providing that the ' Kings aſſent to any Bill 
 H.3.21. - | fignified anger his great Seal ſhall be to all intentsof: Law as 
- - valid & effeQual, as if he were perſonally preſent, doth clear- 
-- ly importthatas'to'the effeR of making aLaw,heKings po. 
© wer is not otherwiſe bo preſent with the twoHouſes,then 
it appeareth either in his Perſon or under his Seal;Any other | 
real preſenceis to usa ridd|#hot much ynliketo that ofTran- 


' ſub Rantiation:an imaginary thing , rather deviſed to ferve  & 
"Fas #. | ta 
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"* Such preſence vftheKing: Nadal ap-_ 
3r co ns either from the Wrizs,,whereby:the Members of 
th Houſes arecalled togetber;:or bythe ſtanding Lawes 
S the Land, or hy.ab the acknowledged 5 udgeinent and con- 


- Linued, race 0 Chrcenges ar athy ctenpreſe | 
! 0m the Kon Ni papers - his mind. to that 
ras , ackoomledge the 


; oY poſe, we ſhall chen as b{ 
me, and willingly ſabmix pom _ 
"And as forthe Argument drawn-fromh; the: Aralogie af other. 
Courts, wherein the Kings power is alwayes ſuppoſedto be vir- 
tyally. preſent, under fobmif iſlon We. KoAFeLGeID is of no Conſe 
quence. 46:9 of ; 
t.- The arguments 2 end amgjoreate; ſubje# o.many 
fallacies ;_ and _unleſsthere be. a. parity: of:realom.in every 
| Tequiſice reſpeR between the things" compared will nos 
| d good: perry Conliable (hey ſay). maydd ſomething 
IS "whic a Juſtice 
"petty Mannor hath {ror to odninsy, an gon which ,: 


-_ 


ver to:do. 
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- Members .of both Houſes his Councils: { bengſo, | 
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Wi are not fatisfied.,  howwe can {nba ro the raking of:.. 


the Negative. Oath- 


I. Without forfeiture ofthat liberty; which. we have ſworn - 
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tion;ſho afpat: — 


tro beinconliſtent,thatany-o 
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AQ or AQts. For, ſince Ejuſdem eft poteſtatis deſtruere cu- 
-24 qus eſt conftituere, it wil not fink with us, that aleſſer power 
can haye a juſt righe. to cancel! ang annull the Act ofa 
Fae. | 
Brat. Elizil; 3: Eſpecially rs power.of otdering all matter er5ÞEcclefi- 
aſtical being ng by the LG in expreſs words for ever ts ae 
fo the Imperiall Crownof this Deakin And npon'what head 
». ,-.[thatCrownought co ſtand, none can beign | 
2: {Auto the particul Ordinances: thoſethat cond tn the Dj/ 
i fie, 4. 27. 
KEE) . Funder that tilode comprehended the roo alſo : 
vn Dag hs 77 rv FE ":qpvediion to;, without.confenting to the e- 
\ \oniqaſgs of a Goveniies of reverenc Antiquity in the 
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